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Introduction

1.1 About this booklet

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE in Tamil specification. The Paper 1 exemplar materials will enable teachers
to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to successfully
complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 5-7 from the June 2019 examination
series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how examiners have applied the
mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should be marked.

1.2 How to use this booklet

Each example covered in this booklet contains:

° Question

o Mark scheme

o Exemplar responses for the selected question

. Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied by

examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and where relevant,
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks.

The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher
levels of candidate responses.

Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification.

1.3 Further support

A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in
planning and delivering this specification.

Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s
Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson Qualifications
website.
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Question 5

SECTION B: WRITING
Answer Question 5 and either Question &(a) or 6(b) or 6(c).

Write your answers in the spaces provided.
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Exemplar response A
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 11 marks.

Communication and content

The candidate has referred to all four stimuli, i.e. (i) Transport, (ii) Memories (iii) Popular
destinations (iv) Food, using the actual words given in the boxes, which is ideal. Centres
should encourage candidates to do this as the stimuli are all compulsory to give full marks.

The response is just over the word limit, i.e. 55 words on average. The candidate has provided
information on all the stimuli. Underlining the main areas of the stimuli is a quick visual and
effective technique to help candidates keep in line with the expectations and to give them
access to the full range of marks. Centres should train their candidates to adhere to the
instructions given in the rubrics.

Candidates are not marked on their handwriting, but it is important for the handwriting to be
legible. There is a sequential order of events, which is a clever way of producing this kind of
response, with meaningful paragraphing of the text. The candidate has shown reasonable
ability in communication and content. The overall piece of writing is therefore awarded 5
marks.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The vocabulary used by the candidate is very good for the level of these question targets. The
candidate has used an excellent range of structures with simple sentences and subordinating
clauses and has been successful in using the correct word order throughout the piece of
writing. The register and style are mostly appropriate. In terms of spelling and grammar, there
are very few noticeable mistakes and this was taken into consideration into overall grading.
The candidate has referred to the future events without using the future tense, which in this
case is a clever way of language usage. The examiner therefore looked at one of the top
bands - either 6 or 7 marks - and overall, the candidate was given a mark of 6.

In order to be awarded a 7 for linguistic knowledge and accuracy, the candidate does not have
to get everything correct. This would have been a stronger piece of writing if the candidate
had included more complex sentences and a range of less common vocabulary items and
expansion of evidence.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:
This response was given 8 marks.

Communication and content

The candidate has included three of the four prescribed stimulus words; however, was short
of the expected number of words. This means that the maximum mark available for
communication and content is 5. The word in the fourth stimulus box is mentioned but it has
not been explained with any suitable examples. If not for this omission, this would have been
a good response, addressing all elements of the question. The candidate has made use of
paragraphing, but the response lacks a clear flow and is not very coherent. There are no
instances of ambiguity or repetition throughout the piece of writing and the sequential order
of ideas is good, though limited. There is some effective use of language to narrate ideas in
communicating relevant information. Therefore, 4 marks are awarded for communication
and content.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The vocabulary used by the candidate is not up to the level of the question targets. The
candidate has shown a straightforward use of words but with grammatical structure errors
with simple sentences and individual words which are sometimes linked. The candidate has
not been successful in using appropriate style and register and the writing lacks
engagement. In terms of spelling and grammar, there were many mistakes that had to be
penalised. The candidate has not demonstrated basic knowledge of the Tamil grammar, with
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misuse of high frequency words and vowels being misused in almost every line. This,
however, did not affect the message and therefore 4 marks were awarded for linguistic
knowledge and accuracy as there was some effective vocabulary use. The centres can
encourage students to aim for higher marks by providing samples with deliberate mistakes
and getting students to highlight and correct errors.
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Question 6(a)(b)(c)
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allBlusGaney 3
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross 4. If you change your mind,
put a line through the box 2§ and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Question 6(a) [] Question 6(b) [] Question 6(c) []
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Exemplar response A to 6(a)
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 21 marks.

This option has been a less favourable choice for the candidates, with few samples of
assessment available for exemplification. This response demonstrates high achievement and
has scored 21 out of 26 marks.

Communication and content

This response is written in a style suitable for an informal report. The candidate has
addressed all three bullet points which are compulsory, using the actual words given in the
bullet points. This allows access to the full range of marks for communication and content.
The candidate has written the first paragraphs to introduce the topic in brief, which is the
correct thing to do. Then the candidate has used the second and third paragraphs
consecutively with somewhat effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to
explain, interest or persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully.

The response could have been improved if the candidate had talked about a few more similar
snack dishes and had given an account of some personal preferences with an appropriate use
of vocabulary. Although the candidate communicates information relevant to the task with
development of key points and ideas, the response has fallen short of the word count and
lacks depth for the chosen topic. The candidate is not penalised for this but it also means that
the response cannot reach the 11-13 band. The candidate uses a variety of grammatical
structures, including some different examples of complex language, with mostly fluent
responses and extended sentences although these could have been linked better.

There are references to past, present and future events; errors rarely hinder the clarity of
communication. There are a number of grammatical and spelling errors, but they do not
impede communication and so are disregarded when considering communication. Looking at
the mark bands, we might perhaps feel that the piece is not entirely coherent, but it is
certainly more than ‘mostly coherent’, which would be a mark of 8-10. Considering that, and
the fact that all bullet points have been addressed, this piece of work is awarded a mark of 10.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

We see a wide variety of grammatical structures here, including complex language. The
candidate has mostly used correct word order, on many occasions consistently referring to
present, past and future tenses with well-linked sentences. The vocabulary is mostly
satisfactory, with few errors that hinder the clarity of communication. We can therefore rule
out lower bands. There is no noticeable repetition and the vocabulary is better than
‘satisfactory’. The piece of writing therefore does fit in the 11-13 band and is closer to the
band below so the candidate was awarded a mark of 11.
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Exemplar response B to 6(a)Exemplar response B to 6(a)
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 18 marks.

Communication and content

All three bullet points are addressed within this response and there is some attempt at
expansion. Even though this work is comprehensible to a native speaker and the content is
well-organised (enough to produce a reasonable mark), it falls short of the details required to
gain the full mark. The candidate’s introduction to the first bullet point is slightly less clear,
although the message remains coherent. The candidate has communicated information
relevant to the task but in a couple of simple sentences, therefore the attempt to expand
beyond the basic message has not been well expressed in this piece of writing. For these
reasons, the response cannot be awarded an upper mark within the 11-13 mark band.
Considering the 8-10 range, the above evidence indicates that it would be somewhat harsh to
judge the overall piece as being ‘sometimes coherent’ as the limited success of all three bullet
points is an exception in an otherwise coherent account. The response does merit being
placed within the 8-10 mark band rather than in the upper mark band and so 9 marks are
awarded for communication and content.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The vocabulary used in this response is fairly good, and clearly beyond satisfactory. However,
the candidate has used some incorrect spelling throughout the task. This piece of writing
would be better if there was more evidence of correct tenses throughout. For these reasons, a
lower mark ought to be awarded and so the candidate is given 9 marks. In order to have
achieved more marks, the candidate should have addressed all bullet points fully, without
trying to incorporate pre-prepared material, which does not really address what was required.
More topic-related vocabulary, more examples of tenses and a wider range of grammatical
structures would all have improved this piece of writing.
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Exemplar response A to 6(b)
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 26 marks.

The candidates must be trained to choose a section of their choice in part questions (a), (b)
and (c), by placing an X next to their selection.

Communication and content

This candidate has chosen 6(b) on global warming. This requires them to write in an informal
style (see Additional guidance in the mark scheme section).

The candidate is expected to produce 90 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and candidates will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the candidate must be marked.

This candidate has addressed all three bullet points accurately. There is justification of their
views in a logical sequence throughout the piece of writing. There is no ambiguity at all in the
work. The first and the second paragraphs are the introduction and expansion of the essay
where the candidate has provided enough evidence to show the importance of understanding
global warming. A very concise yet effective introduction in the following paragraphs shows
the communication skills which are expected at this level. The overall impression is of a
coherent piece of writing, showing ability to respond in a manner which would be
comprehensible to a native speaker. The bullet point regarding suggestions as to the causes
of global warming including personalised statements and quotations critiquing the modern
social systems and technology which need to be employed to handle global warming issues
has been addressed effectively. The candidate has provided further illustration using famous
quotes from the late scientist Dr Kalam - this brings more substance to the piece and shows
the causes of most crises today. The response is therefore perfectly relevant to the task, with
expansion of key points and ideas. The candidate has used an excellent range of vocabulary,
as well as style and register throughout the piece of writing, reflecting the descriptors
associated with the 11-13 mark range. In order to determine where to place the piece of
writing within this mark band, one may consider the descriptors for the 8-10 mark band. It is
clear that this response offers much more than the 8-10 mark range. Therefore, full marks, i.e.
13, are awarded for communication content.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The response offers a good range of structures, clearly defined headings, facts and causes
and preventive measures indicated. Most of the structures are up to the standard expected.
One or two spelling mistakes should not be penalised. The content is fully coherent to a native
speaker, with minor errors which do not hinder the clarity of communication. Overall, there is
a very good command of language, consistently demonstrated by the candidate throughout
the writing, e.g. accurate use of structures and effective references to past, present and future
events. The response should be placed higher than the 8-10 mark band as there is always a
fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences which use a wide variety of
grammatical structures, including complex language. The response does

indicate much more than a mostly accurate use of language and structures and is more than
a predominantly fluent response. The 11-13 mark band is therefore applicable and the total of
13 marks were awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Exemplar response B to 6(b)
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 16 marks.

Communication and content Communication and content

This piece of writing would have been better if the candidate had addressed the bullet points
fully, using the correct language for the key words to explain global warming. It is essential
that all three points are covered within a reasonable length and content. The candidate has
addressed all the bullet points, but very briefly. The third bullet point is not covered in detail
at all. As the response has a clear lack of application to fulfill the band of 8-10 marks with
heavy usage of transliterated vocabulary rather than using appropriate native-speaker level
language words, the candidate was given 8 marks for just reaching the bottom of the band
but not given any marks beyond it. Centres should advise their candidates to read the
vocabulary list and apply it in a variety of writing tasks so that appropriate vocabulary is used
and transliterations are avoided. This response does not fully use the appropriate tone and
register although it had potential to deliver had the candidate been careful about their
language usage. In terms of content, this unfortunately did not achieve the full marks due to a
brief treatment of the third bullet point.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

In order to be awarded 13 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy, the candidate has to
get everything correct. This would have been a stronger piece of writing if the candidate had
included more complex sentences and a range of less common vocabulary items. The subject
and verb agreement is at times used correctly, with punctuation marks, but most of the time
the candidate makes mistakes. This shows lack of linguistic knowledge. There is significant
evidence of inaccurate use of vocabulary items throughout the piece of writing. These areas
should be in focus as candidates prepare for examinations. Though there is certainly
occasional evidence of correct spelling, this is offset by incorrectly spelled words throughout
the response. This points towards a performance within the 8-10 band. It would be harsh to
assert that the range of vocabulary structures is very limited, so a mark within the 4-7 band is
not appropriate. There are brief points at which the language reflects the 8-10 descriptors so
the overall performance must be placed in this band. A mark of 8 is then awarded for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Exemplar response A to 6(c)

&fm% 6’5@9 z_é}rr

f ATty @@&@mm ’ gr/;féz/
ﬁﬁ'f/@ﬂ& ......... «@ .@ﬁ%m}?“ﬁ.me;@ Qar@) ﬂﬁﬁw;w%@
gl o F6EnGaa . 48 vl Ei
Ol 55 TRPPEB. sl 0D

.,ﬂgﬂyurr? 5 L@ipe s é’Ww mm@%

égﬁwﬂ@m e 9;0@ @Jﬁéfa@z,r_@ 9 }
O o BT 51081 Pt

@@ﬂ@m E#ad). ﬂfwg/&s b i
gBaLeE g@@ﬂa@m aD8g). ﬂ&wmm/aé"wm.
e LRI e Lo om0 LT & jﬁg/
éfwé)% @L}p@@y U@Z@gmz ﬁﬁm B OB/
Geble (il Lhsand. iy a6 ore .Q@y
LoanC . FBBmEmmm Lnieh). amb &) a66657.

20 Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Tamil Paper 1 - Exemplar materials
Issue 1 - December 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019



BV 2 QB

0] Bavla). W&W wﬁu@&z_ﬂgﬁﬂm @W ...
e, bttt 1AL (O] 0B AR

gpﬂaa'f PO Ml Mﬁ"w
mu f@g@l AEEL cgffﬁw

_ ol ApceBlo. JaiEHIRN,.

. L. aan@ BT PG o Ml Mﬁ@m

. Boairong) sanbwl. .

...... He@)’ /ff:r?rgaﬂﬁ %ﬂ@my &/mv? st Phoeast

ﬂ@é@@@;wm mrzuawp U Glskinsn ) FBwEo. .

Bdavny, Ba? Hlpaset Cmgum ERS. LngBae. %ﬂdﬁ.

aﬂ@é@m 0B Slisy . Gloan L. BEEE By

...... Yin@n. Gy abg) Hnods. @m@gmz,aﬂ@
....... ot z.c%az/cp cﬁ‘{mw M%J

,,ﬂungmwwﬂ'@ fg@mm c?f ..ﬂ; ém@ﬁﬁ”
©._Qun@gl. Hasraaonr. Olm: ﬁg, ﬂu@g/m
afuﬂm ﬁﬂmmﬂmu A B gﬁmﬁ Lt At
...m,mgfg# g B@nr. il Loamnoear. Hap i hi)eBs/ ...
@@@mm? Hooiis. £ Flmy_pasit. M i
Bmar. BRIG). B Faw HEIE). AedSEndt? raona:..

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Tamil Paper 1 - Exemplar materials 21
Issue 1 - December 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019



AV = o - ¥ y = 2
SIS B savsvs 4"%6 ) 1O )T (A J (727 ) .-i;-'ll} h "& ? .’;; l' N Sl 8

) < - e 0 L] o - -
TV (2 T LOBR a8 ) S CUF -'...'.." METES G )0 , ’ -u" (e

e ©° - o - 0 o & . © g U
."r'!. i s " P O d'{. (FI03 | (L Ol 72 I LD & cfn il ";’f;?' b B | ELTY Y
-’ -~
L]

) o -] h fry
2/ (00T (D f =1 ':Tr N 6570 "’I zuh =5 JL"'#"J" G 1R LSOy
-
) - . e N y - ; - @
LaXelRaellal7a et dd a ., ri0l=a & I
£ (B oo (h : 5\ JBImm) E2.(GJS 7
y h a L] , i 0 " i
1001 § ) N 4 rh (1L R T (0BT ¢
o a o O f - - . A
7 f‘;-,w;,.ud’ O )M (O DT LPAC ’ [(hrion? &2 JANTR (o7 (%

'. a - s y - . o, r e J-
...f}, D ITTERR (X7 d'. JUL Y 2XTH (] o] o2 /(O ..1@' O L) P
¢
- v - @ - s ]
LR .; AP P80« aTaaT  COZIERIG 0 WERA

A - - - — ) -
(Lf' i ilia B L29) ] BV 7007 1\ Bl v e 2 GV i e mab..'; 77
| - o L] ? = w -~
VA7t il AZAY B Slaa 10 Hogng LBPEZ,

(.~

22 Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Tamil Paper 1 - Exemplar materials
Issue 1 - December 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019



Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 26 marks.

Communication and content

All three bullet points are addressed in an elaborate manner, with an extraordinary level of
imagination combined with some likely first-hand account of the candidate’s experience in
attending a Tamil wedding. The candidate has given a full length description of events,
covering all suggested aspects whilst demonstrating creativity by writing a short poem. The
response exceeds the range required for the marking points available, but it makes for a very
pleasant reading all the same. For example, the middle paragraph is used to introduce some
traditional ways of writing. When explaining emotions, the candidate describes an event
which adds value to the reader’s experience. The response is well-organised, well-structured,
and the final paragraph addresses an excellent quote from Thirukural. The candidate offers a
very convincing perception of everyone's emotions towards the bride and groom. Bullet
points one and two therefore indicate an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical
sequence. Bullet point three is also addressed in a logical sequence, although not quite as
clearly as the other two. However, there is no requirement for candidates address each bullet
point to the same level of detail. Overall, the candidate does not digress from the task and,
despite occasional overflow of content, this does not really interfere with communication. The
response therefore is worthy of 13 marks for communication and content.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The response includes a broad range of structures and tenses. The candidate is equally
mindful to avoid repetition of structures. In parts, there is a clear evidence of correct language
usage, although there are a few lapses of word order and subject-verb agreement in
sentences, for example:
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Despite this, the candidate has been successful on many occasions:
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This shows their excellent ability to use language accurately. Most of the time, correct usage
of grammar and lexical items is present throughout the piece of writing, and these tie in with
linguistic knowledge and accuracy. Overall, there is a more than satisfactory range of
structures and there is more than some evidence of correct use of language. A mark within

the 11-13 mark band is therefore appropriate and 13 marking points are awarded for
linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 17 marks.

Communication and content

All three bullet points are addressed in this response and there is some attempt at expansion.
For example, the candidate’s response to the first bullet point mentions lead-up to the
wedding emotions and in the second paragraph, the candidate has tried to talk about some
aspects that were the emotions of the families involved. Even though this work is
comprehensible to a native speaker, the content is not well organised, enough to produce a
reasonable mark. The candidate’s introduction to the first two points is slightly less clear,
although the message remains coherent. The candidate has communicated information
relevant to the task but in a couple of simple sentences. Therefore, the attempt to expand
beyond the basic message has not been well expressed in this piece of writing. For these
reasons, the response cannot be awarded an upper mark within 11-13 mark band. However,
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the response does merit being placed within the 8-10 mark band and 9 marks are awarded
for communication and content.

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The vocabulary used in this response is fairly good, and definitely beyond satisfactory.
However, the candidate has used mostly incorrect spelling throughout the task. The candidate
has no knowledge of the correct word spellings in Tamil, and this should be taken into
account when preparing students for the examination. This piece of writing would be better if
there was more evidence of correct tenses throughout. For these reasons, a lower mark ought
to be awarded and so the candidate is given 8 marks. In order to have achieved more marks,
the candidate should have addressed all bullet points fully, without trying to incorporate
details, which does not really address what was required. More topic-related vocabulary,
more examples of tenses and a wider range of grammatical structures would all have
improved this piece of writing.
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Question 7
SECTION C: TRANSLATION INTO TAMIL

Write your answer in the space provided.

7 Meimeumd SLGengemiug Sulfled QompQufsse).

Sabaragamuwa is one of the nine provinces of Sri Lanka with a vast variety of
landscapes. Due to the high rainfall, high elevation and low-temperature it is one of the
best places for tea cultivation in the country.

Balangoda is a leading city in the region with a number of various plantations. Hence,
the agricultural history of this fertile land dates back to many hundreds of years. The
famous Ceylon Tea comes from this part of the world which originates from the Western

and the Southwestern parts of the island.

28 Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Tamil Paper 1 - Exemplar materials
Issue 1 - December 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019



Exemplar response A
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 19 marks.

This candidate has fully comprehended the English text and translated it into Tamil using a
very good style and register. This response therefore can be considered a very successful
translation. The candidate has presented the response that a Tamil speaker would
understand without having to refer to the original English text provided in the question paper.
The vocabulary used in the translation is the closest match to the meaning of the original
words. Misspelling is tolerated as it does not lead to ambiguity. Structures are grammatically
correct; the text is cohesive as well as fully coherent. Since there are very few mistakes in this
response that could be penalised, this candidate is awarded 19 marks. The correct translation
of geographical directions has been one of the main mark-scoring areas (many other
candidates have missed out on these vocabulary marks in the task). Centres should train their
candidates to answer this type of questions by providing them with vocabulary items related
to the themes and topics listed in the specification and reflected in the examination
qguestions.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 13 marks.

The candidate has understood the English text but has been unable to translate it into Tamil
to the standard required. Most of the words that the candidate has translated into Tamil are
correct but word order in sentences requires improvement. For example, the first paragraph
translation includes transliterated words and the sentence flows in a word-by-word order, but
not as a logical sequence. The words ‘western’ and ‘southwestern’ have been mistranslated as
‘south’ and ‘north’. There are also some lapses of words throughout the piece of writing.
Considering the above, a final mark of 13 was awarded for this performance. Centres should
train candidates in handling precise vocabulary for geographical directions and names of the
main places and should focus more on short grammatical translation tasks from all suggested
topics provided in the schemes of work for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Tamil.
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Mark schemes

Question 5 Section B
Question 5 (14 marks)

For this question, students' work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria
given in two mark grids:

« communication and content
» linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

This question requires students to write in a informal style/register (see
Additional guidance below).

The student is expected to produce 55 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words
than recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be
marked.

Question 5: communication and content mark grid

0 Mo rewardable material

1-2 + Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people,
events and ideas; communication of information is occasionally
successful

» Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases;
limited use of appropriate register and style

3-5 + Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people,
events and ideas; communication of relevant information is

sometimes successful
« 5Some successful but repetitive use of commeon, familiar vocabulary;
some use of appropriate register and style

6-7 » Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events
and ideas; communication of information is often successful

» Arange of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is
evident; mostly appropriate use of register and style

Additional guidance

Register and style definition - Informal: language includes some colloquial or
conversational words and expressions that students may use with friends.
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Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid

No rewardable material
1-2 « Produces individual words and set phrases

« Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures,
limited success in referring to past, present and future events;

regular
errars prevent meaning being conveyed

3-5 « Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked
« Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures,
occasional success in referring to past, present and future
events; sometimes errors prevent meaning being conveyed
6-7 « Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking
« Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures,
some success in referring to past, present and future events;

occasionally
errors prevent meaning being conveyed

Additional guidance

Complex language is considered to be:

+ varied and complex word order

» extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas
« conceptually more challenging language.

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be:
« repetitive, simple word order
+ short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures.

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have
on coherence,

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed:

» errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message

« errors that convey the wrong message

» errors that make it unclear whao is carrying out the action, for example using the
incorrect person of the verb

+ mother-tongue interference.

MB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list.
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Mark scheme for question 6

Question 6 (26 marks)

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria
Eiven in two mark grids:

« communication and content
= linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all
three bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the
requirements of the communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in
the top band, students must refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment
criteria in the top band.

Question &(a) requires the student to write in a formal style and &(b) and (c) require the
student to write in an informal style (see Additional guidance below).

The student is expected to produce 90 words for this task. The number of words is
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words
than recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be
marked.

Question 6: communication and content mark grid

1] Mo rewardable material
1-3 « Communicates brief information relevant to the task with
little development
« Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or
persuade; straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with
occasional success

« Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive
use of common, familiar language

4-7 « Communicates information relevant to the task with
some development of key points and ideas
« Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or
persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed with some
SUCCEesS

« Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different
examples of common familiar language

8-10 « Communicates information relevant to the task with development
of key points and ideas

« Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain
or interest or persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed

successfully

« Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of
uncommon language
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11-13

» Communicates information relevant to the task with
consistent expansion of key points and ideas

« Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or
persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed with flair

s Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and
style throughout; a wide variety of language is used

Additional guidance

Creative language use - using language in a way designed to create effect and interest.

Goes beyond the standard or predictable response.

Register and style definition - Informal: language includes some colloguial or

conversational words and expressions that students may use with friends. Formal: formal
vocabulary and grammar structures are used, that are appropriate when writing to an

adult in a formal context.

Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid

0 No rewardable material

1-3 .

Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures

Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended,
linked sentences

Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical

structures; occasionally successful references to past, present and

future
events; errors occur that sometimes hinder clarity of communication

4-7 .

Some variation of grammatical structures, including some
repetitive instances of complex language

Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-
linked sentences

Generally accurate language and structures; some successful
references to past, present and future events; errors occur that

occasionally hinder
clarity of communication
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8-10 « Uses avariety of grammatical structures including some
different examples of complex language
« Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences,
mostly well linked
« Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful
references to past, present and future events; errors rarely hinder

clarity of
communication

11-13 | « Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex
language
« Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences
« Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently

successful references to past, present and future events; few or no
errars that hinder the clarity of the communication

Additional guidance

Complex language is considered to be:

« varied and complex word order

« extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas
= conceptually more challenging language.

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be:
= repetitive, simple word order
s short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures,

Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access
the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors
have on coherence.

Errors that do not hinder clarity:

« errors that do not affect the meaning

= infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result
in coherent writing.

Errors that hinder clarity:

# errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is
eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand
what is meant

« frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content
of the writing.

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list.
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Mark scheme for question 7

Paper 1 marking principles for Section C

Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as
drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this
would lead to ambiguity.

Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should
be considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning.

Translation is successful if a Tamil speaker would understand the translation without
having understood the text in its original language.

Question | Text Correct answer Acceptable Reject Mark
number e
7 Geologically | yellWlwafBlwrs | wesmerfBwWTS Lyl (1)
2 WIHS fEwrs
2 WiHS
Highest village | sulrswellgueter | suliTswarals | suldlosw | (1)
in 2 WiHs \Wymom | 2_arem Guiflw sumellsy
Subaragamuw UL 19 60T LD 2_girem
a BH&JLD
Due to the 2iFl& nemyp @urflw wenp (1)
high rainfall T [T600T LD T 5. IT &R LD MTSH
High elevation | =&l& o wWmupb ulEs e wihs 2 WTHS (1)
And low GDHS (5600 (6L TenT Geombs | (1)
temperature | GeulILIElemeowLh Elearin
Blemeuwn
Subaragamuw | FUTS(DEY (1)
a Eeumemasuilsy
is
One of the Fonhs GLuseafla  SorFsswnmar (1)
best places 00T (D ITE LD, @)L misafls)
For tea Eguilemeu Eguilsmey (1)
cultivation in | LSl mer uuiiflb & mer
SriLanka Fobhs GLmsefls) | B
@)L &arfl6y
Balangodais | UemIGIETLT LI GU TG & T (1)
leading city (5 QuUIfl FSTLD, | &6 (L sTeoTesat]
B&ITLD
In Fullrsweaileay (1
Subaragamuw
a
With a sizable | semfl&unmenr S ETTEN &I (1)
number ETGTOT 00 | 856 BeLL| 60T | ST aini 1 85 60 &5 UL LaiT
Of tea and Cgullensy hoh | s Quiflw s(h @urflw | (1)
rubber ooug LIL_ 1 6aT LD @@L LD
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plantations. C&TL_LMisarfley

lasnQuilw BETLb.
Therefore, the | eTemmGeau, (1)
plantation FLIT&E (e el
History of QUEHHESTL_ L FflG&Ern (1)
Subaragamuw | suTeumm
a
ils dating back | (peTEL (1)
To many LIGw Emm (1)
hundered 21 60T () & 616 i 100 2u,6o0mh
years. B ETemEl FlGHID o_arang
The well- meomis ylwiu’ L | ufl#swnmereury QsflbsauF | (1)
known tea Egullemeug
planter EETLL&STTT
samuel Baker | #munGeusy CUSSHT {1}
is given the 6 5675 5
Full credit for | oppl) L&pLD ETEURNITLI LJ S (4pLD EILILBLD (1
the beginning | Ggullemay Gz uilemey (1)
of tea estate | C&STLLG&lement C& ML & & smenr

2 rollgssnanar | AsTLEEWUSHETS

L&D L

apRSUURE DS | Usp

aupmSUILUGHE S,
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